Ideas Sarah Shapiro Claims To Own, Though They Are Not Original With Her
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”She cannot forget you. Why can she not forget you? Because of her need for you. She is
helpless. So in the same way did your Creator give you your nature, so that you would not be
able to forget about Him. If you were always strong and perfect, you would feel that you are the
creator of your own talent. It is only your weakness that brings you to an awareness of your
Creator. It is your need that causes you to cry to Him. When you bump into a table, are you
angry at the table?”
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"1t is your nature.”

“You mean | won't be able to change?”
“Can an apple become a pear?” His black eyes twinkled. “You will have this nature until you die.”

“Your Creator gave you this nature so that you would always have to work to overcome it.”
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Even as a father has compassion upon his children, so the Lord has compassion upon those who
fear Him. For he had known our nature; it was unforgettable for Him that we were dust.
LA R m
He was well aware of our peculiar nature and disposition. Hence he remembered that like all
other human beings we too were earthly creatures and as such prone to error. Indeed the moral
shortcomings that adhered to us were taken into account when we were chosen, for it was
precisely through them that the wondrous might of Divine discipline was to be demonstrated. G-d
has chosen us to be the people to bring his message to the rest of mankind, not despite the fact
that we were an 9y Nwp DY, but for the very reason that we were so.

(3) Rav Adin Steinzalz — The Strife of the Spirit (page 40)

All the duties of Judaism are for a /man, a physical and restricted creature. And for this reason
there are also certain laws that are only for the satisfaction of the bestial desires of man. This is
not a negative in any sense because, since man is imperfect, there must be a real relation to sin.
“You must stoop to him if you want to elevate him.”

This way is not a necessary evil but an ideal way in itself. In a more general sense, the aim of
man is not to do holy duties and to be an angel on earth. Man’s task is to reveal G-d’s being in
the lower world, and this is done by elevating the base and low elements and exalting them.

(4) Rav Adin Steinzalz — The Long and Shorter Way (page 208)

For one remains connected to the body; one can even be in a situation wherin a slice of bread is
more real than Divine holiness, where only by very substantial effort can something in one’s self
be changed. Questions may well be asked: Why did G-d make a person like this? Why did He
create the world this way, clothing the light of one’s Divine Soul in the “skin of the serpent” and
in the “fetid drop” like the body? For the human animal-soul is likehaving the humanbody in a
serpent’s skin. The answer is that G-d introduced the Divine Soul into the physical body in order
to lift it up.

(5) Lousia May Alcott — Little Women (page 93)
“It's my dreadful temper. | try to cure it, | think | have and then it breaks out worse thanever.
Oh, Mother, what shall Id do?” cried Jo in despair.
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“Watch and pray, dear. Never get tired of trying and never think it is impossible to cure your
fault. The troubles and temptations of life may be many but you can overcome them and outlive
them. All of you learn to feel the strength and tenderness of your Heavenly Father as you do that
of your earthly one. The more you love and trust him, the nearer you will feel to him... His love
and care will never tire or change, can never be taken from you but may become a source of
lifelong peace, happiness and strength... She had drawn nearer to that Friend who welcomes
every child with a love stronger than any father, tenderer than any mother ...
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